For Immediate Release: 05/03/2011
Bar-B-Que and Band, Two Uncommon Companies Working Together
[image: ]Bloomsburg, PA – When John Punako, CEO of Biomass Fuel Stocks of PA needed a way to market his new FLAMEKISS grilling briquettes, he looked no further than to fellow Greater Susquehanna Keystone Innovation Zone client, Mark Burke and viaEdTechnologies. Burke and viaEdTechnologies, specializes in the development of interactive education.  The organization’s main division is viaAcademies, an online music academy that teaches beginning band instruments and general music skills to K-12 students.  “Since developing viaAcademies, viaEdTechnologies has gained the attention of several organizations seeking innovative ways to deliver education and marketing messages. We’re currently building courses on Entrepreneurism for High School Students as well as Compliance Training for schools, says Burke.”  He continues, “John’s new product is exciting, and he wanted a creative way to educate the public on its use and benefits.  This teaming of businesses is just one of the many GSKIZ benefits.”  
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)Biomass Fuel Stocks of PA has developed its new FLAMEKISS product for grilling and smoking from 100% virgin PA hardwoods that would have otherwise ended up in a landfill.  “When I saw the product in action, I wanted to be part of promoting it”, said Burke. The product comes in 20lb boxes containing several longer sections of the “log-like” compressed wood. To grill with the product, users simply break off small briquettes and light using nothing more than newspaper and a lighter.  Biomass created the product to be clean to use, clean to burn, easy to store and most importantly, create great tasting food.  
Both viaEdTechnologies and Biomass Fuel Stocks of PA are new organizations, under three years old.  New organizations have unique needs and often limited budgets.  They are more willing to take risks and try new things.  “Throughout this process, we’ve taken the time to talk about other things, like sales and how we run our businesses.  These are things you can’t often do when working with larger organizations”, says Punako.  This teaming of entrepreneurial minds is a key goal of the GSKIZ overall.  For more information on viaEdTechnologies, contact Mark at mark.burke@viaacademies.com. To learn more about Biomass Fuel Stocks, visit them online at www.biomassfuelstocksofpa.com.
Burke and Punako are not alone in their collaboration within the GSKIZ.  Other organizations such as OPTiMO Information Technology LLC and RantNetwork, Inc. have teamed to develop a first-of-its-kind, smart phone-based language translation application.  The “Communilator”, created and developed by RantNetwork, utilizes state of the art language engines to perform translations in 60 languages (over 3,500 language-pairs).  Initial capabilities will include Text-to-Text translation, e-mail and SMS integration and ability to review, edit and customize previous translations.  Image processing, capable of recognizing and translating foreign text (such as books, posters, and menus) in over 50 languages captured with the hosts mobile phone camera and high quality Text-to-Voice capability that will translate and speak results back in the selected language are just a few of the additional, unique features the “Communilator” boasts.  The “Communilator” will initially be launched on the iPhone with Blackberry, Android and Windows Mobile platforms to follow shortly thereafter.   To contact OPTiMO IT, LLC you can visit them online at www.OPTiMO-it.com.  To contact RantNetwork you can visit them at www.rantnetwork.com.  
In Lewisburg, GSKIZ companies: Performance Media  Development Trust (PMDT) and AIM Innovative Marketing have teamed to provide social media services for all forms of business advertising and marketing.  These two companies are working together to bring the long-term experience of AIM’s team in marketing and advertising together with the new social media solution platform that PMDT has to offer which benefits our regional businesses in reducing marketing budgets for the commercial sector while providing the reach and innovation that enable small and mid-size companies to reach their growing markets on a larger more “global” scale.  To contact PMDT visit www.ezsocialmedia.biz.  To contact AIM Innovative Marketing visit www.aimadvertising.com.  
  For information on all the great GSKIZ programs, visit the GSKIZ website at www.GSKIZ.org. 
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